
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION 
POUR L'AMELIORATION DU LAC MANITOU, ET DE SES ENVIRONS HELD ON JULY 
8, 2017 
 
1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
The Meeting was opened by the President at 10:03 a.m. with opening remarks and 
thanks for all for attending. 
 
Presentation by David Graham, member of Parliament for Laurentides-Labelle. Mr. 
Graham was introduced by H. Lehrer. 
 
Mr. Graham reviewed some of the areas of concern to lake dwellers and made reference 
to problems created by wake boards and how rules prohibiting wake boards requires 

consensus of everyone on the lake. He indicated that the federal government was looking 
to change rules so that every municipality could make its own regulations. On question 
of G. Harling regarding float planes, Mr. Graham reiterated that this was in fact the 
problem and that planes going from one lake to another could bring unwanted bacteria 
with them. Moreover, Mr. Graham reiterated that the federal jurisdiction was based on 
the principle of navigation. 
 
A question period followed regarding problems of contamination after which, M. Graham 
retired from the meeting. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE 2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
On Motion of Lyn Lazure, seconded by Marc Tremblay, the Minutes of the previous 
meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
The President indicated that there was no business arising out of the Minutes which 
will not be dealt with separately at the present meeting. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF BY-LAW AMENDMENTS 
 
After distribution of the copy of the by-laws as well as their posting on the website, a 
detailed reading of the key amendments was made by H. Lehrer. Motion by Jack 
Cushing to amend paragraph 5.7.5 to read "officers may be elected to serve a maximum 
of three (3) consecutive terms" the Motion was seconded by Annie Rubin and passed 

unanimously. 
 
On Motion by Michael Prupas seconded by Elliot Berzan all of the By-law amendments 
were approved unanimously. 
 
5. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
The Treasurer Geoff Harling presented the annual financial statements for the year 
ended March 31st, 2017. 
 



He reiterated the amounts collected as dues compared to the previous year, and also 
mentioned donations in the sum of $1,835.00. M. Harling explained that the principle 
expenses this year resulting in the deficit were largely due to the new dock which was a 
one time event. On Motion by Mr. Heitler, seconded by Alice Lehrer, the financial 
statements were approved unanimously. 
 
6. PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
 
The President, R. Rubin reported on the state of the Association and its many activities 
throughout the year. He indicated that this has been a very good year for the Association 
and that there were many initiatives taken. 
 
Thanks were given to the Board, the Executive and to the Mayor and Counsellors for 
their assistance throughout the year. 

 
The President indicated that a new website was created for the AALM; By-laws were 
amended; new clubs were constituted; special events were held; support for 
conservation Manitou continued; and generally, the lake was in good condition and 
continued to be, what was referred to as "the sound of the loon." The President reiterated 
the work of the various committees, including water testing, trail committee, 
contamination of the lake; trail clearing day, etc., etc. 
 
The fall municipal elections were mentioned and that the AALM will keep members up 
to date on any developments. The President also reiterated our continued discussions 
with the community centre and future attempts to collaborate more frequently. 
 
This winter an attempt will be made for our first skating evening on the lake. The 
President further reiterated that the AALM is always interested in receiving constructive 
ideas from members. The report ended with a mention of the importance of donations. 
 
7. REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF THE AALM PROPERTY, ETC. 
 
Elliot Berzan gave the report (a copy of which is attached to these Minutes). He reiterated 
the problem of the spring run-off, resulting in flooding of the Association property, partly 
due to the water filtration system and overflow of the City pond. 
 
It was reiterated that a letter was sent to the City in this regard, however no response 
was received. 
 
Regarding milfoil, Mr. Berzan reiterated that since the last meeting, no progress has 

taken place with respect to the most effective way to reduce and eliminate this bacteria. 
He mentioned that a communal wash station would cost between 5 and 10 thousand 
dollars, and that other municipalities had been spending much more on this item. He 
also indicated that at one time, the Mayor indicated an effort to have boats washed at 
the Ste-Agathe facility, however, no final solution has been adopted by Council to date, 
notwithstanding that many other municipalities, including states such as Vermont, had 
taken effective measures to stop "aquatic hitchhikers." Notwithstanding the Mayor's 
letter with respect to boat washing and its priority, no inspection or washing has taken 
place in the 2017 season. 



One of the main problems which was mentioned was trailers coming on to the lake, 
specifically from dealers who go from lake to lake delivering boats. Trailers are an 
important source of bacteria, and should be included in any measures that must be 
taken. Other problems such as churning by boats of the lake-bottom, and wake boards 
were referred to in the attached research report. A discussion by the membership 
followed on the various problems encountered. In answer to the question with respect 
to residents having guests bringing kayaks on the lake, Mr. Berzan indicated that 
washing with a 10% solution of bleach was not as good as using hot water, but was 
satisfactory. 
 
8. REPORT OF WATER QUALITY 
 
The Chairman and co-Chairmen of the Committee were not present and a report was 
made by Geoff Harling. He indicated that the quality of the water on Lake Manitou is 

excellent to super, this, according to a Provincial study. He also indicated that the AALM 
conducts several tests and is most vigilant when the specific count raises to a 
questionable level, i.e.: Chlorophyll A. Particular areas where streams enter into the lake 
are given special attention. Other trouble areas include Horseshoe Lake, where there 
are beavers, Lac de la Grise and Lake de la Brume, which all tested perfectly. 
 
Thanks were given to the co-Chairmen George Barker and John Patton who conducted 
the testing. 
 
9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Detailed committee reports were given by a) The Nature Club; b) The Trails Club and c) 
The Historical Committee. Copies of these reports are attached to the present Minutes. 
Particular mention was made by chairman M. Prupas of the July 15 trek, which was 
organized. The one to Horseshoe Bay and Hanging Rock, are scheduled for later this 
summer. Details can be found on the Trail Committee emails which are distributed, as 
well as on the AALM site. 
 
Mr. M. Prupas also reiterated that the annual trail clearing event will be held on 
November 19th, 2017. 
 
10. MAYOR'S REPORT 
 
The Mayor reported on the various issues which were raised by Members at the meeting. 
 
With respect to the milfoil the Mayor indicated that he had sent out three emails on the 

issue. With respect to the wash station, the Mayor indicated that this could cost 
approximately $25,000.00, in addition to the need to hire people to look after the wash 
station, and as well, to survey beach people bringing on their boats. The boat wash issue 
is an on-going discussion and a decision must be made by Council. 
 
The Mayor reiterated the Provincial government on-going work on the cadastral 
descriptions. He indicated that nothing had to be done at the moment and that this was 
a two year process. 
 



With respect to the elimination of insects in the spring season, the Mayor indicated that 
he got more replies (100) to his email on this subject than any other subject. 
Approximately between 7 and 9% of the replies were opposed, the majority being in 
favour. The Mayor indicated that he was contacting other municipalities to see about 
cost sharing, etc. 
 
With respect to the trails, the Mayor indicated that there may be money available from 
the City to assist in signage, etc. 
 
The Mayor also reiterated the November 5th, election, and that 2 Councillors would be 
leaving their post, and that these positions would be available for election. He also 
reiterated his intention to run in the up-coming election as Mayor. 
 
A number of questions were raised with the Mayor with respect to Council meetings and 

in particular, with respect to the rumors which were circulating with respect to 
difficulties arising at Council meetings and legal costs incurred. 
 
In 2017, the Mayor indicated that the legal costs to date, particularly with respect to 
one case was currently at $59,000.00 and indicated that this could go to $100,000.00, 
before the case was over. It was considerably less in 2016. The City Councillors David 
Lisbona and J.P. Charest voiced their opinions on the question of the legal costs 
incurred. 
 
Members were encouraged to attend the up-coming city Council meeting to be held on 
July 10th, where questions would be asked in this regard. The Mayor also indicated that 
he had been in touch with the Sûreté du Québec, and that some increased surveillance 
took place following certain breaches of security and robberies which took place in 2016. 
 
11. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 
 
The slate of Directors was reiterated for the second of their two-year term. 
 
12. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Joel Graham was called upon to offer remarks with respect to financial support for David 
Graham's "victory fund." 
 
13.  GOOD AND WELFARE 
 
Danny Miller, a former city Councillor for 34 years, indicated that he had mixed 

emotions about the meeting. Generally, his suggestion was that citizens should get more 
involved and run for Council.  
 
M. Prupas remarked on the success of Conservation Manitou (in the absence of its 
President, Steve Takacsy). He reiterated a great job which was done by Conservation 
Manitou in acquiring land and funds and once more, indicated the need for financial 
support. 
 
 
 



14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
On Motion by Peter Weinstein, seconded by Louise Houle, the meeting was adjourned 
at 12:04 p.m.  


